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OPLAN 150406 

OPERATION: ULITHI-TYPHOON MAYSAK-RELIEF 

CLASSIFICATION: FOUO (NEED TO KNOW) 

SCHEDULED START: 20150416 1600Z (1200L CHST) 

SCHEDULED COMPLETE: TBD 

MISSION TRACKING: WWW.PYRATE-ENTERPRISES.COM 

 

 

  

http://www.pyrate-enterprises.com/
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Quick Reference 
Pete Crispell 

Contacts 

Captain: PETER CRISPELL 
Phone: 671-797-1225 
Email: Peter_Crispell@hotmail.com 
Emergency Contacts 
Jackie McMahon 301-331-9884 
Patricia Crispell (cell) 919-880-9512 
Gary Crispell (cell)  919-880-3196 
Crispell (home) 919-477-0710 
 
Mate: Mauricio “Mo” Basurto 
671-487-3194 
moegol@hotmail.com 
Emergency Contacts  
Pauline Olsen Basurto 
671-565-5270 
Noah Basurto 
671-489-3529 
 
SATPHONE: 870-77-649-2736 
To contact Pete's sat phone: 
By phone 
Dial 011 (exit US code) + 870 (inmarsat code) + 77 6492736 
By email 

870776492736@message.inmarsat.com 
Free messages from inmarsat website (preferred) 
http://connect.inmarsat.com/Services/Land/IsatPhone/SMS/sms.html 
enter in "6492736" after +87077 
 
 
Central Control 
JACKIE MCMAHON 
Phone: 301-869-4639 
Cell: 301-331-9884 
Email: ma88jm@gmail.com 
 

Mike McCue (Guam) 671-777-5556 

Coast Guard Sector Guam - (671) 355-4910 

Coast Guard Command Center Guam (671) 355-4826 

mailto:Peter_Crispell@hotmail.com
mailto:870776492736@message.inmarsat.com
http://connect.inmarsat.com/Services/Land/IsatPhone/SMS/sms.html
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Reference Websites 

 

www.Pyrate-Enterprises.com 

http://share.findmespot.com/shared/faces/viewspots.jsp?glId=00FeSAZiPar52NsCKbVbCROIZrR36HFrs 

http://www.prh.noaa.gov/guam/ 

http://www.windguru.cz/int/ 

http://www.windyty.com 

www.windguru.com 

 

Itinerary - tentative 
Wednesday 16 April, 1200 - leave Sumay Cove Marina head for Yap 

Monday 20 April, TBD – Arrive Yap, clear customs 

Wednesday 22 April – Sail for Ulithi 

Friday 24 April – Arrive Ulithi 

Leave Ulithi to Sail back to Guam by 2 May 

Arrive Guam by 8 May?.. 

 

9 May - 1717 Hash 

23 May - Frisbee tourney 

5 June - Graduation 

 

  

http://www.pyrate-enterprises.com/
http://share.findmespot.com/shared/faces/viewspots.jsp?glId=00FeSAZiPar52NsCKbVbCROIZrR36HFrs
http://www.prh.noaa.gov/guam/
http://www.windguru.cz/int/
http://www.windyty.com/
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Calendar 
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Command and Control 
Command and control of operations will remain with Absolute Skipper and Crew. 

Absolute Team is responsible for all planning, provisioning, training, health and welfare of crew 

Guam Base is responsible for information and weather updates and any emergency operations 

coordination. 

Mainland Base is responsible for spreading the word, raising funds for supplies, etc. 

All parties are responsible for tracking mission progress, providing love and support, and producing 

appropriate after action reports in a timely manner… 

Logistics 
Transport –  

Guam – Need to fix the Focus or borrow a vehicle in order to pick up supplies and get ready. 

At Sea - Primary transportation will be aboard the sailing vessel Absolute.  Absolute is a 32 

foot sloop rigged Islander sailboat.  Primary propulsion will be via sail with a 27 hp diesel 

engine for near shore maneuvers and emergency use.  We are also carrying a 8’9” Mercury 

inflatable dinghy with a 5 hp gasoline engine and oars for traveling from an off shore 

anchorage to shore and back.  In an engine out scenario the dinghy could be used to push 

Absolute into a harbor or other tight maneuver space.  We are carrying a four person open 

ocean life raft for lounging about and floating around in case of an abandon ship scenario.  

We may carry a two person inflatable kayak for ship to shore transportation as well.  

Ulithi – Walking 

Lodging – Absolute Crew will be staying aboard Absolute with possibility of tent camping and staying 

ashore.  

Sustenance – Absolute crew will take enough food for 40 days in order to be self-sufficient and not be a 

further burden on the relief effort.  

Supply – We will take what we can for supply and not rely on Ulithi or Yap for any supplies.  We will take 

everything we need with us.  We will resupply for food, water and fuel at Yap and return to Ulithi if we 

are still needed after the initial 40 days.  We are taking a reasonably well stocked spares kit for repairs 

when things break.  If we need any major repairs or parts along the way, Yap has US Post office and 

reasonably reliable mail service for procuring hard to find parts.  

c/o General Delivery, Colonia, Yap 96943 
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Personal Gear – Crew are responsible for providing their own personal gear including: 

- Foul Weather Gear – Rain coat 

- Head Lamp (w red light) 

- Towel 

- Gloves 

- Long sleeve shirts 

- Wide brimmed hat 

Customs - Customs logistics will be handled before leaving and immediately upon arrival at each port.  

We will have to clear customs separately for Yap and Guam.  We will have to get special permission at 

Yap to visit the outer islands.  Please see the Customs and Immigration appendix for contact 

information. 

Communications 
Communications will be transmitted via satellite phone, cell phone, SPOT, land line, VHF radio, and 

internet using various protocols including Skype (VOIP), voice, text, blog, and file exchange.  

Primary underway communications will be transmitted via satellite phone and VHF radio and SPOT 

messenger.  The range on the VHF should allow us to communicate with the harbor master within sight 

(10 miles) of Guam, Yap or Ulithi.  I doubt there is cell phone coverage in Ulithi.  We will make daily 

contact via text from the satellite phone. 

Long Range – We are activating the satellite phone for this journey and we have the SPOT device which 

will allow us to transmit pre-set messages via text and website.   

In case of dire emergency, man overboard, or abandon ship the 406MHz EPIRB, (Emergency Position 

Indicating Radio Beacon) will be activated in order to activate the US Coast Guard Emergency Response 

System. 

Several technologies are available for private ocean-going vessels for communicating with other 

people around the world, other ships and port facilities.  We have a basic complement of 

communications technologies to ensure contact in normal and emergency situations.  We have 

chosen to forgo some of the more expensive and elaborate communications technologies in an effort 

to keep costs reasonable and the learning curve within reach.  

VHF  

Very High Frequency (VHF) radio is our primary means of ship to ship and ship to shore 

communications.  Our VHF radio is a Standard Horizon Eclipse.  It is a basic hard mounted 25 watt 

VHF radio with a standard antenna atop our 40’ mast giving us about a 10 mile range.  We will use 

the VHF mounted radio for regular boating communications and monitor channel 16 while under 

way.   
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We also carry a handheld ICOM VHF radio.  It has a much shorter range.  We will use the handheld 

VHF as a backup to the hard mounted VHF.  We will also try to take the handheld VHF with us in the 

case of having to abandon ship.  

Satellite Phone  

We are carrying a satellite phone for regular and emergency communications.  We will not have the 

satellite phone on most of the time.  We will turn it on once or twice a day to receive weather 

information via text message, check for other important information and make any phone calls to relay 

important information.  Due to the cost of satellite air time, we will not be using the satellite phone for 

extended conversations or normal chatter.  We will try to take the satellite phone with us in the case of 

having to abandon ship.  See the communications summary on the quick reference page for the 

satellite phone number.  
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SATPHONE: 870-77-649-2736 
To contact Pete's sat phone: 
 
By phone 
Dial 011 (exit US code) + 870 (inmarsat code) + 77 6492736 
 
By email 

870776492736@message.inmarsat.com 
Free messages from inmarsat website (preferred) 
http://connect.inmarsat.com/Services/Land/IsatPhone/SMS/sms.html 
enter in "6492736" after +87077 
 

SPOT  

We are carrying a SPOT messenger.  The SPOT is a GPS/satellite device which broadcasts our 

coordinates and an OK message which can then be retransmitted across the internet for friends and 

family to track our progress.  There are also distress and emergency modes that can be used to 

contact emergency services.  The SPOT is not guaranteed to work in the area of the Pacific where we 

will be traveling.  We will use the SPOT primarily to allow friends and family to track our progress on 

the trip.  We will push the OK button when we think of it so people can see where we are.  A lack of 

OK messages or a shift in regularity of messages should not be cause for alarm as the service is 

sometimes unreliable as are the button pushers.  See the communications summary on the quick 

reference page for the web address to access the SPOT messages.  

SPOT - The SPOT device allows us to send one of three messages and uses satellite and GPS to transmit a 

signal to a third party subscription service which automatically publishes to the web and/or transmits to 

a commercial emergency call center which will contact emergency services if deemed appropriate with 

position information.  The SPOT has three buttons allowing us to send three different messages.  Two of 

them are customizable.  The messages will generally consist of: 

1- OK – Absolute and crew are OK and proceeding as planned. 

2- Delay – Absolute and crew are OK but have encountered some unplanned delay 

(Delays could be caused by weather, equipment malfunction, laziness, distraction, etc.) 

mailto:870776492736@message.inmarsat.com
http://connect.inmarsat.com/Services/Land/IsatPhone/SMS/sms.html
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3- SOS-Something has gone wrong and assistance is requested. Emergency services should be 

activated via the SPOT commercial emergency call center.  Immediate family may call Coast 

Guard Sector Guam at (671) 355-4910 for updates or to transmit appropriate information. 

Cell Phones  

Jackie and Pete both have cell phones.  Her service is through IT&E on Guam.  His service is through 

Docomo Pacific on Guam.  Both cell services work on Guam and should work in and near (within 2 miles) 

the Northern Marianas Islands (Rota, Tinian, and Saipan).  The cell phones will not work in remote places 

like Pagan, Ulithi, Fais, or the middle of the ocean.  There may be cell service available in Yap and/or 

Palau but we would have to buy sim cards and possibly phones and may not elect to bother with that 

“convenience.”  See the communications summary on the quick reference page for relevant phone 

numbers.  

Internet  

The internet is our primary means of communication with the rest of the world.  We have several 

internet tools to help us do that.  We email people to contact them directly.  We both have Skype 

accounts to call people using VOIP and can call phones or other Skype users.  We have a web page 

and blog which we hope to use to broadcast to a wide audience some of our observations as we 

travel.  We also use Facebook to keep up with friends.  Jackie also posts videos to Youtube and/or 

Vimeo.   We don’t really use Twitter or other social media.  We should have internet access 

whenever we are in a large populated area like Guam, Saipan, Yap, and Palau.  We will not have 

internet in other areas but the SPOT updates will still be available on the web.  Feel free to like us on 

Facebook and check out our blog.  The blog address is on the communications quick reference page.  

EPIRB  

We are carrying an Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB).  An EPIRB sends out a satellite 

signal that is monitored by emergency response coordinators around the world with information 

about the vessel and the GPS coordinates. The EPIRB will only be deployed in a life threatening 

emergency including man overboard or an abandon ship scenario.  The EPIRB is an ACR Global Fix Pro 

model RLB-37, CAT II manual deployment type EPIRB with BeaconID: 2DCC7 51E02 FFBFF.  

SSB  

We have chosen not to acquire a single side band radio.  They are expensive and require more than 

basic knowledge to operate properly.  A SSB radio would give us long distance communication 

capabilities as well as the possibility of receiving email at sea.  We are carrying a satellite phone to 

send and receive text messages and SPOT to send OK and position messages and have decided that 

SSB is not necessary for our plans.  We may reconsider an SSB if we make bigger plans for longer 

voyages in the future.  We generally feel that, while this is a useful technology, satellite phone 

technology has rendered this too expensive and complicated to be considered essential cruising 

gear. 
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RADAR 

RADAR would allow us to see approaching weather and, hopefully, other boats.  We don’t have 

RADAR but we have a RADAR reflector that, hopefully, makes our boat more visible to other boats 

that do have RADAR.  Unfortunately, with the advent of AIS, we hear that large ships don’t pay as 

much attention to RADAR for detecting small boats on the open ocean.  

AIS 

AIS is a relatively new technology which is like the squak box on an aircraft witch sends a signal to 

other vessels with AIS which identifies the vessel and its position.  We don’t have one of these either 

but may consider getting one if we make longer trips in the future.  We saw enough large ships and 

other boats in the ocean on our 2013 voyage to think an AIS device may be a justified expense, 

especially when operating short-handed at night. 

Weather 
This trip is during the Marianas “Dry” Season which happens generally between January and July.  Dry 

Season usually does not have as many storms and unpredictable weather as the wet season but this 

year seems to be the exception as we have already had 5 named storms since the beginning of the year.  

This should be the best time of year to sail to the outer islands but we will keep a close eye on the 

weather.  We are in an el nino event which seems to make the weather more extreme and less 

predictable.  In the event of impending storm, we will either sail to Yap to take shelter or will hang on 

tight and hope for the best…  We will be prepared to cancel or delay any leg of the trip if there are 

indications of inclement weather.  We will be taking extra lines and 3 anchors to secure the boat in case 

of a storm.   

Expected Weather: as of Time Date 
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Wind Guru 
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Engineering/Systems  
The Sailing Vessel Absolute is comprised of several systems which should all work together to support 

“smooth sailing” and an enjoyable journey.  This section provides a brief description of some of the 

main systems and how they are set up on Absolute.  

  

Rig 

Sails  

The primary set of sails for Absolute include a mainsail with three reefs and a 135% genoa.  The sails are 

Hyde Sails and are constructed in the Philippines.  The sails were built in October 2014 and used for the 

first time 10 November 2014.  They are regular sailcloth without special stitches or radial panels or 

anything fancy.  They are pretty and white with blue sun protection and number 08 sail numbers.  We 

also carry our old sails which are actually a little heavier duty but more worn.  They are North Sails: a 

mainsail with three reefs and a smaller 100% working jib. 

Engine  

Water  

We have a 28 gallon fresh water tank.  The tank only connects to the sink through a foot pump and does 

not supply any sort of shower or waste disposal systems.  We only use fresh water for cooking or 

drinking and occasionally to rinse our hair.  During our 2013 trip we were using less than 2 gallons per 

person per day which we were pretty proud of.  We will also carry additional 5 gallon water containers 

with another 30 gallons of fresh water. 

Power 

Normally, at home, Sumay Cove Marina, we have shore power which lets us conveniently charge our 

batteries, run an air conditioner, power a refrigerator and charge all of our electronic gadgets.  We have 

several batteries which supply our electrical demand while out and about.  We have two 24 series 

sealed (maintenance free) marine AC Delco Voyager batteries for starting the engine.  These batteries 

are typically isolated from the house batteries but can be connected to them if deemed appropriate.  

There are also two sets of batteries for house batteries.  One is a set of two 27 series Interstate flooded 

lead acid batteries.  The other set are big fancy absorbed glass matt batteries.  We have a few different 

options for charging the batteries.  We have nice  

Waste Systems 

Bilge  
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Navigation  

GPS  

Global Positioning System (GPS) equipment is our primary means of navigation.  Absolute is 

equipped with a Garmin GPSMap 420 chart plotter and depth sounder with charts for the 

Western Pacific including all of the places we plan to go as well as the Philippines and Indonesia. 

(in case we get off course)  The GPSMap 420 relies on 12 volt battery power from the boat 

house bank and uses a through hull transducer for depth sounding.  We also carry a handheld 

GPS Garmin 62s for backup/emergency use or land based hiking/exploring.  

Other GPS - We also have a satellite phone and a digital camera with GPS sensors if our main 

and backup GPS devices fail (again) 

Charts  

Paper charts are our secondary means of tracking and navigation.  We will periodically chart our 

coordinates on the paper charts so we will be able to pick up where we left off in case of issues with 

the electronics.  We are carrying the following paper charts:  

Charts  

Chart Number  Chart Title  Scale    

 525 Trust Territory of the 

Pacific 

    

 81209 Ulithi Atoll     

  Yap     

   Caroline Islands I     

   Caroline Islands II     

   Guam     

   Palau     

  

Visual Reference 

We will be out of sight of land for a few days between Guam and Ulithi for this trip and will not be able 

to navigate by visual reference. 

Dead Reckoning  
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All of the places we are planning to travel to are relatively easy to find with some attention to compass 

headings and time.  We wear digital watches to check our elapsed time.  

Compass  

Absolute is equipped with a Danforth Constellation compass.  Our general heading will be 

determined using the ships compass and checked on the GPS chartplotter.  

 

Windvane Self Steer  

We will use an older model (Mk5 Lift Up Style)Aries Windvane self-steering gear for open ocean sailing 

in steady winds leaving us free to scan the horizon or make coffee.  

Autopilot  

We will use a Raymarine ST2000 Tiller Pilot in conjunction with the Aries windvane to steer if we have 

to run the engine during the open ocean portion of the trip.   

Sextant  

We have acquired a basic sextant.  We are carrying a copy of Bowditch: American Practical 

Navigator.  If all else fails and we are floating around in the ocean we will have plenty of time to 

read the book and learn some rudimentary celestial navigation.  We really don’t see it coming to 

this but have the technology if not the knowledge to perform rough position determination based 

on angles between the horizon and known stars. 

RADAR  

We don’t have RADAR but we do have a RADAR reflector. So, hopefully, other boats with RADAR 

will “see” us and not run into us.  
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WayPoints  

We will use several waypoints along our journey to make sure we show up where we expect to go.   

Several of these waypoints are listed in the chart below in a Latitude/ Longitude,  

Degrees/Minutes/Seconds format.  Our GPS are set to UTM coordinates and our waypoints were 

typically retrieved using Google Earth.   

Waypoint  Latitude  Longitude  

Sumay Cove Marina, Guam  13° 26’ 36”N  144° 39’ 24”E  

Apra Harbor Entry Point  13° 27’ 10” N  144° 37’ 15”E  

Ulithi Dowarugui Channel Entrance 10° 01’ 45” N  139° 44’ 47”E  

Ulithi Doa Channel Entrance 10° 04’ 20” N  139° 39’ 17”E  

Ulithi Anchorage 10° 01’ 55” N  139° 45’ 28”E  

Ulithi Falalop Island 10°01’02”N  139° 47’25”  

Rota, Channel  14°08’20”N  145° 07’52”  

Saipan Channel      

Saipan, Marina  15°13’04”N  145°43’26”E  

Tinian, Marina  14°58’00”N  145°37’05”E  

Pagan, Bay Anchorage  18°07’43”  145°45’30”  
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Risks and Liabilities  
There are inherent risks in any adventure at sea.  Much has been done to mitigate many of these 

risks before setting sail.  The boat has been thoroughly inspected, taken apart, and put back 

together with several improvements along the way.  Please see the appendix table with a full list of 

repairs and improvements made to the boat.  Some of the repairs and improvements include 

Replacing the wooden compression post with a stainless steel post, rebuilding the transmission, 

replacing the rudder bearing/stuffing box, installing a self-steering windvane, upgraded batteries 

and transition to LED light fixtures, acquisition of new safety gear including inflatable 

PFD/harnesses, automatic life raft, inflatable dinghy with outboard, complete bottom job, replaced 

thru hull fittings, etc.  These repairs and upgrades should go a long way to making Absolute sea 

worthy and reliable for an open ocean journey.  

Sails  

We have mitigated our sail liability with brand new sails.  We are flying new sails which should get 

us there and back with no trouble.  We are also carrying the old sails which are in great shape for 

spare sails but are a little old and beat up for primary sails.  We aren’t racing anyone so we should 

have plenty of time to take it easy and get around without breaking stuff.  We also have enough 

fuel that we can motor the entire way if we need to. 

Storm Gear  

We are not taking extensive storm gear.  We are not carrying storm sails or sea anchors.  We 

have a quick reefing system rigged for the mainsail with three reefs so we can quickly reduce sail 

area and will likely sail with at least one reef at night.  In the case of storms, hopefully, we will be 

at a good anchorage and will hang on tight. 

Engine/Transmission 

The engine and transmission are not in optimum operating condition.  The engine has a burned 

exhaust valve but runs.  The transmission is presently not shifting and is stuck in forward with no 

reverse or neutral.  Luckily, forward is usually the direction we prefer to go which makes this only 

a minor inconvenience.  We recognize that these limitations represent some level of risk but 

people have sailed around the world without engines and we only plan to use ours sparingly.  

 

Our engine is a 2 cylinder Isuzu 2AB1 diesel built in 1976 and marinized by a company called 

Pisces.  Isuzu stopped building the 2AB1 in 1991 so parts are difficult but not usually impossible 

to find.  Pisces went out of business in ??? and so the part numbers don’t mean anything to isuzu 

people.  They stopped building the ZF transmission in 1980, so, getting parts for it is impossible. 

 

Experience  

 We have more experience than we did when we departed for a much longer trip in 2013.  We gained 
experience from that trip in handling the boat during minor storms (tropical depression) as well as long 
distance sailing, navigating, approaches and departures.  We are relatively confident in our ability to 
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undertake this four day trip making smart safe decisions and taking decisive informed action when 
necessary.  
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Appendices  
  

Customs Contact Info 

Customs Forms 

Inventory  

Tools  

Spares  

Ships Stores  

EPIRB Registration 

Checklists  
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Customs  

Contact Info  

 

Yap Consulate in Guam 

671-646-9154 

Robert Ruecho is the FSM consulate general 

 

FSM Immigrations - Ricky Falcan – 011-691-320-5844 

011-691-350-2126 

 

Customs Forms and Info 
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Crew List 

Sailing Vessel ‘ABSOLUTE’ Crew List April 2015 

Sailing Vessel Absolute is a United States,  Fiberglass Islander Sloop , white with blue trim, LOA 32’, 

Beam 9’, Draft 6’, Built 1978, Registered in Guam GU 5435 PU, Sail Power with a single inboard 27hp 

diesel engine. 

No Passengers 

No Commercial Cargo 

 

Crew 

Posn Name Date of 

Birth 

Citize

n 

Passport # Passport 

Exp 

Emergency 

Contact 

Contact Ph# 

Skipper Peter A. 

Crispell 

17Oct1977 USA 456518615 07Apr2020 Jackie McMahon 

Patricia Crispell 

919-477-0710 

919-880-3196 

Crew Mauricio 

A. Basurto 

26Aug1968 USA 224992657 24Jun2017   
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Guam Departure Clearance Form (Blank) 
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Guam Departure Clearance Form (Complete) 
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FSM Entry Permit Request Form (blank) 
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FSM Entry Permit Request Form (completed) 
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Guam Boat Registration Absolute 
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FSM Entry Permit 
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Guam Departure Clearance 
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EPIRB Registration  
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